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Early Neolithic 1

> 5000 BP
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Early Neolithic 2

5000 - 4500 BP

4500 - 3500 BP
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A Spatial Analysis of Neolithic sites on
East Taiwan and Related Issues

I-Lin Wu*, Laurent Deschodt**
*Research and Collection Division, National Museum of Prehistory (NMP),
Aix-Marseille University UMR7308

**Institut national de recherches archéologiques préventives (INRAP)

ABSTRACT

By using the published archaeological data, this paper will discuss the distribution of sites
and examine the spatial dispersal sequences of prehistoric population in East Taiwan. With the
help of GIS geographic information system, we are able to observe and analyze the site
distribution patterns. Then, we discuss the gap between the sites distribution and the existed
cultural chronology. The results of our work confirm the possibility of ancient peoples in the east
Taiwan immigration form other region, and we suggest that we should paid more attention on the
cultural transmission of each stage, convergence and transformation of the Neolithic populations
on east Taiwan. The discussion on the topics of Neolithic occupation - dispersals and movement
out of east Taiwan should be based more on detailed archaeological chronology.

Key words: Neolithic - East Taiwan - Site spatial distribution
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