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A Preliminary Research on the Prehistoric Remains
Excavated from the To-liang Site, Taitung

Kun-Hsiu Lee”

ABSTRACT

The To-liang site was located at a small coastal terrace in south-eastern
Taitung. It was once a place of farmland and was recovered during the railroad
tunnel construction in 1989. In the same year, the archaeological team led by
professor Chao-mei Lien from the National Taiwan University carried out an
investigation at this site and found prehistoric remains, including 2 slate slab coffins
that were exposed on the steep slope, which was formed by the railroad tunnel
construction. After the completeness of the railroad tunnel construction, the To-liang
site was hard to be accessed. The archaeological team led by the present author
spent several months in 2011 to conduct archaeological fieldwork at this site. This
paper is a preliminary report on its results.

Four 2x2 meter test pits were excavated during the 2011 fieldwork. The
unearthed remains from the test-excavations and surface surveys include five slate
slab coffins, three pebble structures, some shards of corded pottery and stone
artifacts. Among the stone artifacts, a fragment of square shaped jade earring, which
had affinity with the Fine Corded Ware culture of Taitung, is especially noteworthy.

The archaeological remains excavated from the To-liang site can be
chronologically divided into three cultural phases: Fu-shan, Pei-nan, and San-ho.

The Fu-shan culture, which was named after the Fu-shan site, has been dated
back to 4200-3800 BP This culture characterized by cord-marked pottery was the
successor the Ta-pen-keng culture in eastern Taiwan. Although not many
cord-marked pottery were unearthed from the To-liang site, other evidence show that
the Fu-shan culture did exist in this site for quite a long period.

The Pei-nan culture, named after the Pei-nan site, has been dated back to
3500-2300 BP This culture was subsequent to the Fu-shan culture. The artifacts
from Pei-nan culture include plain pottery shards and a large amount of stone
artifacts. It is believed that the upper section of the three pebble structures found in
the To-liang site was probably a living floor during the Pei-nan culture.

* Assistant Researcher, Division of Research and Collection, National Museum of Prehistory. leeks@nmp.gov.tw
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The latest chronological phase in the To-liang site was called San-ho culture,
which belonged to the Iron Age, dated back to 2300-1200 BP The San-ho culture,
named after the San-ho site, was a culture subsequent to the Pei-nan culture. It is
believed that the slate coffins found at the To-liang site belonged to the earlier
San-ho cultural phase, although there was no typical incised San-ho culture pottery
was found.

Key Words : slate slab coffins, cord-marked pottery, Fu-shan culture, Pei-nan culture,
San-ho culture
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