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A Report on the Excavation at the Chungkuang
Site in the Northern Section of the East Rift
Valley

Su-chiu Kuo

ABSTRACT

In addition to unearthing the remains of the Takeng Culture of the Middle Neolithic
period, the excavation conducted by the author at the Chungkuang site in the northern
section of the nephrite deposits confirms, for the first time that the Huakangshan cultural
layer dating to around 3000 BP exists in the upper layer of the Chungkuang site. The
results shed light on the previously little known early period of the Late Neolithic, and the
excavations recovered some missing links in the traditions of nephrite craftsmanship
during Middle and Late Neolithic, and further clarified the contexts of each period as well
as their order.

According to studies from the 2014 excavation of the lower and upper layers of the
Chungkuang Site, nephrite served as one of the main stone materials for developing
utilitarian tools such as axe-spades, adze-chisels, and spears, though it was also used for
ornaments such as tubular beads. Remains from the production of nephrite tools, such as
scrap pieces and half-finished products, were also discovered along with materials from
the production of tools using schist and other lithic materials, which resonates with past
studies on the Pinglin site and the Fengpingtsun site. This suggests that the production of
nephrite tools did not take place at special locations, and the production of nephrite tools
and the production of schist and other stone materials were carried out together. Therefore,
for prehistoric people living at the nephrite deposits, easily accessible nephrite and schist
were all main sources for the production of stone tools and had no special religious
significance. Furthermore, raw nephrite was mostly shaped into flat, rectangular forms
and exported, showing that for prehistoric people living in the northern section of the East
Rift Valley, nephrite, aside from being a local, easily accessible, and frequently used lithic
raw material, could also be exported to reap economic benefits.

Key words : nephrite deposits, nephrite craftsmanship, flat cut and sawn
nephrite materials, the Takeng Culture, the Huakangshan Culture
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