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Representing the Sakizaya Past:
“Siket—route of return to Muibul” exhibition case study

Daong Cinceng*

ABSTRACT

A case study at the Ruisui Kiwit Indigenous Museum “Siket—route of
return to Maibul” exhibition, this paper examines how the museum curator,
together with the Maibul community members, were able to co-construct and
explore the multifaceted perspectives of a Maibul Sakizaya oriented history
through exhibition design and interactive guided tour. The exhibition design
and interactive guided tour are pivotal in facilitating collaboration between the
curator and the Maibul community to delve into and co-create multi-
dimensional interpretations of the Maibul Sakizaya history. Since gaining
official recognition as one of Taiwan’s indigenous peoples on January 17, 2007,
the history of Sakizaya people is often presented in a simplified narrative,
stating that following the 1879 Battle of Kaliyawan, displaced Sakizayans
sought refuge among the Amis people, living anonymously until their
recognition. However, this oversimplification not only neglects crucial aspects
of the Sakizaya people's lived experiences and cultural identities, but also
portrays a narrow and one-dimensional version of their history. This paper
aims to explore the impact of the “Siket —route of return to Maibul” exhibition
on the historical narrative of the Sakizaya people. The exhibition is presented
from the community’s perspective and emphasizes the indigenous narratives.
As both the exhibition curator and member of the Maibul community, this

author analyzes the exhibition's design and interactive guided tour, examines

* National Museum of Prehistory research assistant
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how the exhibition constructs meaning for its audience, and discovers that the
exhibition creates a dialogue space for the "difficult history" of the Sakizaya
people, thus allowing for a multiplicity of possible perspectives on their

history.

Keywords: difficult histories, pluralism, Sakizaya, indigenous museum,
exhibition
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