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A Brief Report on New Archaeological Findings at
Shekouwei Site, Qingshui District, Taichung City

Tsuo-ting Lee*
Abstract

Shekouwei Site is an archaeological site located at the Qingshui Plain in
Qingshui District, Taichung City. It belongs to the Fantzuyuan Culture, same as
the Qingshui Zhongshe Site. The site is located in Yinlian Second Village,
formerly a military dependents’ village of the Air Force. In 2014, due to the
construction project of greening of the village hosted by the Construction
Bureau of Taichung City Government, the site hidden underground was
unearthed. The scope of the Shekouwei Site is mainly in Yinlian Second Village,
and it is nearly 600 meters away from Qingshui Zhongshe site on the north side,
with Qingshui Junior High School, Jian-Guo Elementary School, Seaport Art
Center in between. Current investigation on the Shekouwei Site is undoubtedly
an extension of the living area of the Qingshui Zhongshe Site, according to
the excavation report in 2009 and 2012 as well as the report on Jian-Guo
Elementary School in 2023. In 2019, as Taipower Company planned to construct
a building on Lot No. 939 at the southwest corner of the Shekouwei Site and
thus entrusted the museum to conduct a slavage excavation operation, we had
the first opportunity to have a deeper understanding of the connotation of the

site.

Among the results of this investigation, three cultural strata from the Iron
Age, the Japanese colonial period, and the military dependents’ village period
were unearthed, and a total of tens of thousands of archaeological relics were

obtained. The Iron Age cultural stratum is the best preserved, while most strata

* Assistant Curator, Anthropology Department, National Museum of Natural Science.
tsuoting46@nmns.edu.tw
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were eradicated or disturbed after the Japanese colonial period. The Iron Age
culture unearthed here is the Fantzuyuan Culture. Based on the radiometric
dating results, it belongs to the middle period of the Fantzuyuan Culture, about
1,350-1,700 years ago. A large amount of potteries, stone tools, bone tools, and
fragments were found in the ash pit, along with carbonized rice and millet.
From the types of potteries unearthed, it was observed that it might have
cultural continuity from Yingpu Culture. For example, typical utensils of
Yingpu Culture, such as open-mouthed hanging-belly jars and high-collared
lipped jars, were unearthed here. Only the shape of the utensils is slightly
different. In addition, in terms of burials, it is different from the typical burial
in the pose of extended prone in Fantzuyuan Culture. Besides that almost all
adult burials here are in the pose of sideways with their lower limbs slightly
bent, there is usually a pile of pottery jar fragments and stones underneath the
skeletons, which is suspected to be a burial pit. Another characteristic is that
the proportion of tombs unearthed is relatively high for infants and children,
and custom of burying them with glass beads is observed. With the X-ray
scanning and 3D tomography on the children’s bones, growth arrest lines were
also observed at the ends of the limb bones, which may be used as clues to
speculate on the cause of death. In addition, the large number of cracked
animal bones, grinding stones, and distinctive bone tools found here are also

evidence of the processing of bone horn tools at this site.

Finally, in order to understand the relationship between the Shekouwei
Site and the Qingshui Zhongshe Site, through discussions of age and
stratigraphy, it was deduced that the prehistoric people on the Qingshui Plain
may have been living here since 450-2,700 years ago, and, with the
development of the terrestrial environment, settlement accumulations of
different periods were formed on the plains. For example, 2,000 years ago,
people who originally lived in Qingshui Zhongshe site moved eastward to
Shekouwei as the water environment continued to expand. 1,400 years ago, due
to the gradual westward movement of the continental sedimentation, the
crowds also returned to live in the area of Zhenzheng Road area near by
Qingshui Zhongshe site. It's only until a later period that their footprints

spread further inland and east, near Shekou villige. Such movements of the
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footprints of human activities also indirectly illustrate the development

relationship between the two sites of Qingshui Zhongshe site and Shekouwei.

As a link of the Qingshui Zhongshe in a broader sense, the Shekouwei Site
is an important material for us to understand the prehistoric cultural changes in

the Qingshui Plain as well as the development of the Fanziyuan culture.

Keywords: Fantzuyuan Culture, Fantzuyuan Type, Ancient Burial, Qingshui
Zhongshe Site
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