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Tribal Traditional Domains and the Interaction of
Memories of Indigenous-Han Chinese Relation in the
Shallow Sea Areas of Northern Taiwan

Ting-yu Liang *

ABSTRACT

The Kitapali Tribe, Quimaurri Tribe, and Kivanowan Tribe of the Basai
people in the northern coast are closely related to the Amis and Kavalan tribes
that historically resided on the eastern coast. In addition to common ancestral
legends and trans-island migration narratives, these tribes engaged in trade
and communication using the waters of eastern Taiwan as navigational
channels. While existing research predominantly focuses on land deeds and
documents arising from the Han Chinese land exploitation during Qing
Dynasty to study tribal social changes and land rights, little attention has been
given to the traditional fishing realms in the shallow sea areas off the northeast
coast, specifically those of the Kitapali Tribe, Quimaurri Tribe, and Kivanowan
Tribe. Based on my interviews, elderly individuals of both Han Chinese and
Plains Indigenous descent in the northeast coastal region continue to recount
memories of past inter-tribal interactions, often describing the coastal and
shallow sea boundaries between communities and preserving numerous
maritime legends. Built upon this foundation, this paper aims to explore and
interpret the relationship between the Austronesian environment, ethnic
history, culture, and maritime memories. By considering the “shallow sea area”
as a geographical space, this study suggests that understanding it as a dynamic

boundary in the process of Han Chinese interactions with indigenous groups
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could provide insight into the maritime memories and oral histories of coastal
tribes as a traditional realm. Furthermore, the paper attempts to highlight the
significance of incorporating the “shallow sea area” into discussions about
contemporary indigenous issues such as “traditional territory” and historical
transitional justice. This perspective offers a fresh approach to exploring the
possibilities for discourse in the shallow sea areas of northern Taiwan
concerning the indigenous communities’” historical interactions and maritime

traditions.

Keywords: Basai, Austronesian Peoples, Indigenous-Han Relation, maritime

memories
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