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The Missions étrangeres de Paris (M.E.P.)’s localization
strategy and its characteristics in Taiwan

Zu-chun Liao*

Abstract

The Missions étrangeres de Paris (M.E.P.) has been working in Taiwan for
more than a century, mainly in Hualien, mostly in aboriginal tribes, but also in
some Han settlements and towns. Founded in the 17th century, the Society has
been a religious organization directly affiliated with the Roman Missions. As
the implementer of Roman missionary thinking in the Far East, the Society was
interrupted by Chinese rites controversy, but in the 19th century, due to factors
such as the corruption of the Qing court and the loss of wars, the Christian
religion was back to China, and the Society resumed its previous missionary
works. As one of the Catholic denominations, the missionary work in other
countries is bound to encounter the contact and translation of native cultures;
the "localization" strategy is the process of how to dissolve with the language
and customs of the native community, and how to be accepted. Each Catholic
denomination has a different way of interpreting and implementing this
strategy. In the case of the M.E.P. they entered Chinese society from the bottom
of the social class and learned native language. They translated the symbols
and norms of the Christian religion into the local society, and became a part of
the local symbols by linking up with the locality in a certain way. Specific
missionary achievements can be seen in Southwest China, Tibet, North China,
South China, Guangdong and even later in Northeast China, where it was once
the largest Catholic Church organization in China.The M.E.P. lasted in China
until the year of 1949, because of the political change. Some of the members

chose to come to Taiwan after being expelled. It was a test for the members at
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that time how to continue the previous achievements and how to deal with the
situation in Taiwan. As the chosen location was the east coast, the unequal
categorization of the population and class differences created by historical
factors were even more highlighted in the space where there were more
aborigines; in addition to facing the lack of supplies, the pressure of competition
for survival of the aboriginal community, and the colonial trauma left over from
the previous domination, they also had to cope with the political operations of
the different classes within Taiwan. In Taiwan's special international situation,
US aid supplies were only available because some of the resources were
distributed by the Catholic Church, thus affecting the missionary of the
foreigners, which not only caused the foreigners to be regarded as resource
distributors, but also deepened the unique patriarchal style of the Catholic
Church. Especially in Taiwan in the 1970s, industrialization and urbanization
brought economic and social changes, which also affected the movement of the
aboriginal population; the introduction of various fashions and the emergence
of new religions, among other changes, made the Catholic Church's attraction
fade away gradually. How to maintain the "localization" strategy of the M.E.P.
and to make corrections in response to changes is an important issue that every
member needs to face. Of course, the strategies and missionary styles adopted
by different members vary; although the number of members coming to Taiwan
has been decreasing, their efforts have collectively shaped the style of the

M.E.P.'s "localization" strategy in Taiwan.

Keywords: Missions étrangeres de Paris (M.E.P.), localization, Hualien, Taiwan

indigenous people, USAID
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