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Contextual analysis of human skeletal remains from an
atypical burial unearthed from the Botanical Garden Site

Hung-lin Chiu*

Abstract

Contextual analysis of burials from archaeological site can provide
background for in-depth interpretation of the formation process of burials. In
2016, human skeletal remains were unearthed from the Taipei Botanical Garden
site during rescue archaeological excavation due to Mass Rapid Transit (MRT)
construction. This article used methods of physical anthropology to determine
sex, age and pathological conditions of the deceased individual. The information of
the deceased is then combined with the archaeological context, XRF analysis of
buttons accompanying the skeletal remains, and the historical context of material
culture. These together allow us to infer the living period of the unearthed
individual, which likely ranged from the mid-Japanese occupational period of
Taiwan to the early post-war period. In addition, based on the burial posture
and anatomical position of the human remains, the manner of burial appears
unusual. Although the burial described in this article is not ancient, it differs
from the burial customs of local cultural context. The author hopes to clarify the
individual's living period through archaeological context (layers and spaces) and
contextual analysis of material culture, and further combine the anatomical
position analysis of skeletal remains with the cultural background of burial

behavior to explain the reason and the formation process of this atypical burial.

Keywords: Botanical Garden site, contextual analysis of burials, human remains,

component analysis, glass button
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